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My Daily Life In Taiwan
Was Filled With Adventure
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Moving from the United States to a
new country and culture, I wasn’t sure what
to expect. I had traveled to many places
around the world, but I had never been to the
continent of Asia. Now after two years of
teaching at a bilingual school and living in
Hsinchu, Taiwan, my daily life here is filled
with adventure. Exploring busy markets,

experimenting with new foods, traveling

around the island, and trying to capture the

A. Foods displayed on sticks

Jonathan Berry / Minnesota,USA

B. Jonathan Berry and Cary Yang

many spectacular images of Taiwan with my
camera has kept me full of activity.

In Taiwan the busy street markets are
filled with vendors selling every kind of food.
Getting lost in these busy streets, one of my
favorite foods is a scallion pancake. The
pancake’s flat bread is fried, filled with green
scallions, topped with a fried scrambled egg
and drizzled with a spicy sauce. If you pass
a stand, on wheels, full of foods displayed
on sticks, try the spicy squid, tofu, or fish
balls. CLICK!(Photo A) But my true favorite
food of Taiwan is the locally grown fruit. I
have never eaten so many mouth-watering
seasonal fruits in my life. From a full block
away you can smell the fresh, sweet scent
of the fruit. The fruit stands are full of pink

dragon fruit, ripe red mango, juicy lychee,
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C. Taipei 101 world tallest

soft guava, and yellow watermelon. Fruit can
also be found on the menu to help combat the
summer heat. Fill up a bowl of cool, shaved
ice and top it with fresh fruit and other
toppings including sweet peanuts, black
beans, or almond tofu. CLICK! (Photo B)

Traveling beyond the fruit stand
and around the rest of the island is easy,
comfortable and affordable. A quick 30
minute ride north on the Taiwan High Speed
Train from Hsinchu brings you to the capital
city Taipei.Taipei hosts the world’s tallest
building called Taipei 101 Financial Center,
which towers 508 meters above the city
CLICK! (photo C).

Taipei is a city full of people, packed
streets, tasty restaurants, famous museums,
night markets, temples and tall buildings
CLICK! (Photo D). During Chinese New
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Year Taipei’s temples are full of tradition.
There are clouds of burning incense, bowing
heads, and the smell of melting red candles.
CLICK! (PhotoE)

Also, during Chinese New Year, Taipei

hosts a long tradition of displaying handmade

D.Colors of the Jin Shan temple in Hsinchu captured
on a cloudy night.

lanterns. Last year the lanterns, including a
realistic lantern of a lion dance, were made
by students from schools around the island.
CLICK! (Photo F). Take an adventure into
the world of jade and other precious stones at
one of the largest jade markets in the world.
To take a break from the hustle and bustle
of the city, take the Metro Rapid Transit to
Beitou to see
the steam rise
from natural
geothermal
pools. And
don’t leave

Beitou before

E.Chinese
New Years at a
temple in Taipei.



F. Handmade Lantern

taking a calming and refreshing soak in one
of the many hot spring spas.

Heading to the southern end of the
island, you will find Taiwan’s beach culture.
In the city of Kenting you can enjoy the day
laying on soft sandy beaches, and swimming
in clear blue water. Another adventure is
to rent a scooter and ride to the Kenting
National Park. Inside the park you can take
a hike to a look-out tower with a restaurant,
and beautiful views of the ocean. At night the
fun continues with a night market filling the
main street with shops selling local surf gear
and clothing, handmade bags with beautiful
Japanese print, Thai food, and other unique
items that I have seen at no other night
market.

The adventure continues on the East
coast, which is an excellent destination for
those who have seen enough night markets
and cities. Toroko National Park is a location
known around the world for its mountains,
tunnels, waterfalls and narrow marble
canyons. CLICK! (Photo G) Toroko offers
free camping with bathrooms and showers,

beautiful hiking trails for all levels of hikers,

tall suspension bridges to hike across, and
calming Buddhist temples in the misty
mountains.

After the adventure of traveling the
island of Taiwan, teaching at a bilingual
school, experimenting with new foods, and
exploring bustling night markets I know
that I will miss Taiwan when I leave. I have
found Taiwan to be an island that is full
of kindness. You can always see people
give their seats to an elder or help a lost
newcomer. On the streets, I was consistently
amazed by the images of scooters as they
moved families, students, business people,
and all the things they carried around the
island. Taiwan is a place that changes
quickly, but as new structures are built you
can still see many pieces of history. I will
miss living near a cosmopolitan city like
Taipei, the homegrown fruit, and the unusual

and adventurous images that make me take

out my camera to take another picture.

CLICK!

" G. One of
Ttunnels
In Toroko
National
Park
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